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+rt 4i ^ * S6le any, resoluti°n. ^ the Assembly to the effect that portfolios should be changed from time to time, placing Indian Members in charge
SJ.^S°Se, P Tr?°UoS which are under European Members ?—I have no recollection.
(Mr. Dun-nett) -. There was a much more serious resolution in the Council of State. There is no P01?° 2 m 2*-e S^tute I ^ is a business arrangement made by His Excellency the Governor-General. There was a motion in the Council of State that the rules and orders by which portfolios were allotted should be made or framed, I think, by a committee of the House or in consultation with the House. The Council, of State certainly wished to take over the control of the distribution, of portfolios.
 147.	The Chairman :   Was the resolution carried ?
—No, sir.
 148.	Sir Hari Singh Gour :   In our House it was
carried.    As regards the Legislative Assembly, there
nave been complaints ever  since the first Assembly
that portfolios should be changed from time to time
so that Indian Members may be equally acquainted
with the archives of the Central Government along
side of the European Members.—I cannot recollect
•whether any resolution was moved.
 149.	The Chairman (to Sir Hari Singh Gour) : It
is important to know.    Is it your recollection that
there has been such a resolution ?
Sir Hari Singh Gour : That is the complaint of the non-official members. I will give you the exact account. In the first Assembly there was a cut moved, and on that cut there was a discussion
Mr. Dunnett:   I take it there was no resolution.
The Chairman : I now understand that Sir Hari Singh Gour intended to refer to a debate on a cut; there does not seem to be any resolution.
Sir Hari Singh Gour -. No, there was no formal resolution ; the question was raised on a cut.
150.	I think it was a convention that was estab
lished with the introduction of Reforms that of the
six Members of the Executive Council three should
be Indians and the other three Europeans.    Was it
the intention, that Indian public men in touch with
public life showld be appointed so that they may
inform the Governor-General and his Council of the
ieeling of the/people of the country ?
The Chairman : May I suggest that though the matter is a/very fair one for comment, it is difficult to make it/ into a question and leave the two Secretaries to .answer it because they cannot know the intentions, not, I think, anywhere expressed, of the framers of the Constitution. There is one point of fact which has been, brought out, namely, that there has not been a case as yet of any elected member of the Central Legislature being appointed a Member of the Viceroy's Council. That is one way of putting your point.
 156.	Sir Hari Singh Gour : You have very intimate
acquaintance,   Mr.   Haig,   with,  the   affairs   of  the
Council of State.    Do you not think that the Council
of State as a body is unpopular with the people ?—
I see statements made to that effect in the press,
but I cannot say that I accept them.
 157.	There have been cases where the members of
the Council of State migrated to the". Assembly ?—
I think there is also the reverse process.

 162.	Do you  think that the  Government as at
present  constituted  can face with equanimity the
irequent defeats in the Assembly ?—It depends on
what estimate one forms of the defeats.    You mean
.the moral effects ?	,
 163.	Moral as well as  administrative ?—I tkmk
the answer is very simple.    We are able to carry on
xinder the present system.
 164.	Do you not think that if Government is too
frequently defeated, the public outside would consider
that the resolutions passed.dn the, Assembly are mere
•debating subjects^^and would not this reflect ojx the
 attitude of the Government ?—I think that defeats in the Assembly have possibly rather a discouraging effect on our supporters in the Assembly ; but whether they have far-reaching effects outside I am very doubtful.
 165.	Do you think that if ministers from among
the elected members are appointed as Members of
the  Viceroy's Council that would  really  solve  the
difficulty and secure a majority for them ?    If from
among  the   parties  in  the   Assembly   ministers  are
appointed do you think that those parties will subsist
or will hold together to support the ministers ?—It
depends on the policy of the Government of India,
whether it emanates from the Assembly ;   if it does
not,  of course the popular ministers would find it
difficult.
 166.	Supposing   that   the   Government   of   India
is made responsible to an elected Assembly, what do
you  think would  be the  position of  Government ?
Would   it  become  very  difficult   under  those   con
ditions ?—Do you mean if  the whole  Government
of India is responsible to the Legislative Assembly ?
 167.	Yes ?—I think it is a little difficult for me to
express an opinion ;   but there are obviously certain
subjects, such as defence, which is even mentioned
in the Nehru Committee's report, which it would be
very difficult to place under popular control.

 169.	Sir Zulfitjar Ali  Khan :    In  answer  to   Sir
Hari Singh Gour, when he put the question whether
the Upper Chamber was unpopular, you stated that
in certain cases .it was ?—No ;  I did not accept that
view.
 170.	May  I  know  if you  are  aware  that  in  all
foreign   countries  practically,   in   Europe,   America,
France and other places, there are two Chambers ?
Do you think that under the present conditions a
second Chamber is necessary in India ?—I think so.
I" think that the present system of having the Council
of State has worked well.
 171.	Do you think that the present period of the
lifetime  of  the    Assembly,  viz.  three years,  is  too
short ?—I have not considered the matter.    From
what point of view do you mean ?
 172.	From  the  point  of  view   of  the  difficulties
connected with elections and also from the point of
view of knowledge to be gained by the members for
doing their work ?—Possibly four years might be
more suitable j but I have not considered the point.
173.	The Chairman :   I am very much interested
in this matter which is raised.    Might I just be allowed
to make this observation ?    You know perhaps that
««i England we have shortened the maximum life of
Parliament   now   from   seven   years   to   five   years,
though, that was done in connection with the Parlia
ment Act which puts restrictions on the powers of
the House of Lords, and I do not think you will find
in  England  now  any widespread   opinion   or   any
opinion worth 'speaking about in favour of a still
shorter life for Parliament.    I wonder how those who
have got practical experience of the working of the
legislature here will think of the three years' life ?
Sir Hari Singh Gour : The first year of the Assembly is spent in studying the problem ; the second. year is utilised for launching Bills, giving notice of resolutions, etc. The Bills may not be introduced at ail; they may be crowded out or they may be postponed for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. In the third year the Assembly is dissolved and the members will be busy in going to the polls.
174.	The Chairman :   I rather thought that that
might be the view reasonably entertained in some
quarters.    "Would you tell me this :  so far as things
have gone- on in the Central Legislature, is there a
very  great change  in  the  personnel   between   one
Legislative Assembly and another ?
Sir Hari Singh Gour : Yes, so much so that in the second Assembly there were only eignt or nine members who belonged to the first Assembly-
The Chairman ; I am not sure whether the implication of that question and the answer is quite obvious.

